
DEREK’S NOTES - TEACHING NOTES FOR DANIEL 

 

OVERVIEW 

God promised exile if Israel did not obey 
 Deut 11:26-28 

  Blessings and curse 

Deut 28:15-68 (15, 36-37, 49-52, 64) 

  36 – drive you to other nation and worship other gods 

  49-52 – nation will come against you from far away 

    Siege and walls fall down 

  64 – Lord will scatter you among all nations 

 2 Chronicles 7:19-22 

  The Lord appears to Solomon 

70 years of exile 

 586 temple destroyed – 516 temple completed (exact) 

 605 first exiles – 539/538 proclamation to return (estimate) 

 609 Josiah killed, Egypt take over – 539/538 Proclamation (exact) 

Jeremiah 25 

 70 year exile 

 God has Babylonians do it (My servant Nebuchadnezzar) 

 

Author 

 Daniel 

  Because the book says “I, Daniel” 

  Because Jesus refers to him in Matt 24 

 Written later 

  Maccabeen period 

   Because prophecy is so accurate 

  Problem 

   Nations must be Bab, Media, Persia, Greece in dream 

    (b/c Roman not around in early Maccabeen) 

    Daniel refers to Medes and Persians as one 

   Still predicts Messiah exactly 

    Under 4
th
 empire – can’t be Greece 

   Still predicts destruction of temple in 70 AD 

   Some words in chapt 3 old – not used in Mac time 

    Translated wrong in Septuagint  

     (Greek trans of OT) 

Prophecy 
 Not necessarily so we can predict future 

 Encourages us when we look back 

  See that God is in control 

  Glorifies him 

  Encourages us 

   To relate to him and trust him 

 Like Abraham  

  Told will be slaves and then rescue and then nation 

   Came true – can look back at story 

 God is doing the same thing here 

  He said it would happen, it did 

   REMINDER OF THE STORY – just another part 

 God is showing he is still God even in the exile 



  Even when Jerusalem is destroyed 

  Even when it has been 1900 years and no temple/Israel 

 Covenants (Promises by God) ARE PROPHECY 

  Abe 

  David 

  Curses 

Points 

Daniel covers 

 Life of Daniel 

 History of time of Daniel 

 Prophecy of time b/t OT and NT 

 Prophecy of end times 

Daniel is an example of how Jews could live 

 In exile 

 In non-theocracy 

 Once scattered (after 70 AD) 

God allows exile as a way of saving Israel 

 Draws them back to him 

 Idol worship is no more – become legalistic 

 His way of cleansing 

Judgment of Israel and temple 

 Like in Matthew in temple “cleansing” and 70 AD 

 Temple/Israel is not a light to the world 

 Israel is not acting as light to the nations 

God is main character 

 He is sovereign 

 He puts kings in power 

 He takes kings from power 

 They serve at his will 

God is preserving a nation 

 By the exile – tries to get them back in shape 

 Shows what will happen to his nation 

  Back together 

  Scattered 

  Back together 

This builds Gods reputation 

 See how Nebuchadnezzar responds 

 Shows he is true God if he can predict the future 

Despite all that has happened and Israel’s failure 

 Israel is still God’s nation, God’s people 

 And he will prove it by his prophecy 

  And we should not forget it 

Foundation for the book of Revelation 

Daniel was written for Israel and the Nations 

 Hebrew and Aramaic 

  Aramaic was the common language of the time 

 

CHAPTER 1 

Daniel is taken into Neb’s service for 3 yrs of training.  He gets the head Eunuch to do a 10 day test.  Dan, 

Shad, Mish and Abed pass. 

Dan is from royal family (tribe of Judah, relative of David) 

Theme oppressed becomes oppressor becomes oppressed 



  God is strategically purposeful and tactically flexible 

   (Lord delivered Jehoiakim into Neb’s hands (1:2) 

Daniel is another Joseph 

 

CHAPTER 2 

603 BC – 2
nd

 year of Nebuchadnezzar 

 Daniel 17 or 18 years old 

Story of Neb dream of statue 

 Story of how Dan knows dream and interp 

 The dream and interp itself 

God makes it hard on himself so that only GOD can do it 

 Tell him the dream and interp 

 God is revealing himself to Nation of Bab and to Neb 

 (2:11 – magicians say only the gods can do what Neb asks) 

Dream 

 Statue 

  Head – gold 

  Chest/Arms – silver 

  Belly/Thighs – bronze 

  Legs – iron 

  Feet/Toes – iron and baked clay 

 Rock cut  

  Not by human hands 

  Strikes feet of statue (Roman empire) 

  Statue falls – destroyed 

  Rock becomes mountain and fills earth 

Interpretation 

 Gold Head 

  Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon – acc to Dan 

 Next three are three more kingdoms 

 During Fourth kingdom 

  God will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed 

History 

 Babylon 

 Medo-Persia 

 Greece 

 Romans 

 Messiah comes during Roman empire 

 (Messiah will return during another “Roman” control) 

Note 

 There is nothing Hebrew about the rock 

  Can’t assume the rock is the nation of Israel 

Effects of this incident 

 Neb begins to acknowledge who God is 

 Neb gets his own personal Israel (in Daniel) 

 Jews help lead Babylon 

 

CHAPTER 3 

Shadrach, Mishach and Abednego 

 Fiery furnace b/c won’t bow to statue 

 Neb questions what god can save them – gets his answer 

Good is continuing to woo Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon 



 

CHAPTER 4 

Neb’s dream of a tree, the interp and it comes true 

Written to the entire world 

 Israel and the Nations 

Neb seems to actually come to know God 

God has wooed Neb (and thus the Babylonians) 

 Statue dream 

 Dan, SMA in his service 

 Fiery furnace 

 Now this 

Story of Grace 

 Neb restored simply for acknowledging God (4:26 & 34) 

Possible that Daniel ran Babylon during this period 

Note:  Neb dies in 562 BC 

 

CHAPTER 5 

539 BC – when Babylon falls to Persians (to Cyrus) 

Belshazzar is king 

 Son of Nabonidus who was actual king 

 (thought Dan wrong until recently) 

Writing on the wall incident 

 Party is historically verified 

Dan may not be a wise man/noble during this time 

Belshazzar offers to make Dan #3 

 Dan has no interest because he knows that Babylon is done 

  Knows it from his dreams in chapt 2, 7 and 8 

Dan reminds Belshazzar of the story 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s story – like our testimony 

This is 66 years after Daniel taken captive 

 Daniel is probably around 80 or a little older 

Daniel had lasted under 

 Nebuchadnezzar 

 Evil-Merodach et al 

 Nabonidus/Belshazzar 

 Darius/Cyrus 

 

CHAPTER 6 

539 BC or later 

Daniel in the Lion’s den 

Daniel lives like Israel was supposed to 

 Light to the world wherever he goes 

God’s laws trump law of the land 

Question – did Daniel encourage Cyrus to make decree to rebuild temple? 

 Daniel knew of Jeremiah’s 70 year prophecy 

 

CHAPTER 7 

First year of Belshazzar (approx 553 BC) 

This dream was for Daniel, not the king 

Summarizes events 

 Chapt 8-12 fill in the details 

   8:  Persia and Greece overview 



   9:  Time line of Messiah 

   10-11a:  Gentile oppression of Israel 

   11b-12:  Israel’s history as it relates to end times 

Dream of 4 beasts 

 Lion – wings of eagle, heart of man 

  Babylonian Empire 

  (see Deut 28:49 like an eagle) 

 Bear – on one side, 3 ribs in mouth 

  Medo-Persion Empire (dominated by Persians) 

   Persians (Iranians) 

   Medes (Kurds) 

 Leopard – 4 wings and 4 heads 

  Greek Empire 

   Eventually divided b/t 4 generals 

   Main ones that apply to Israel 

    Seleucids 

    Ptolemies 

 Terrifying and Frightening 

  Roman Empire 

   10 horns – kings – end??? 

   Possible antichrist – little horn 

    Saints handed over to him for time times ½ time 

Ancient of Days – scene in heaven 

 Description 

One like son of man 

 Israel 

 Messiah – Dual nature (in heaven, ruler etc. but son of man) 

 Coming with the clouds of heaven 

  Referenced by Jesus in Matthew 26:64 

   Coming to Heaven 

 Comes during terrifying beast (Roman Empire) 

  His rule is everlasting from that point on 

 

CHAPTER 8 

Approx 551 BC – 3
rd

 yr of Belshazzar 

Beginning of Hebrew text 

Gentile nations and their relationship to Israel 

Some parts dual prophecy (or even triple) 

 Antiochus 

 70 AD 

 End times 

Vision of Ram and Goat 

 Ram – different sized horns (2 horns) 

  Medo-Persion Empire 

 Goat – big horn, then 4 horns 

  Greece – Alexander then generals 

  One horn grew out – Antiochus Epiphanes 

   Set self up as prince of host 

   Took away daily sacrifice 

History 

 Persia and Greece at war for many years 

 333-330 Alexander takes over Medo-Persian Empire 



 Antiochus Epiphanes (176-164) ends daily sacrifice 

  167 BC 

  Killed women who had children circumcised 

   Killed the boys also 

  Killed anyone with any scripture 

 Maccabees reinstate 164 BC 

Gabriel 

 Vision concerns time of end 

  Dual/Triple meaning 

   Antiochus 

   AD 70 

    Jesus refers to Abomination as future event 

     Matt 24:15 

   End times 

 

CHAPTER 9 

539/538 BC – First year of Darius 

 Big issues as to who Darius is 

  Cyrus 

  Gubar u 

 (there had been big issue on Belshazzar – Daniel was correct) 

 Daniel is probably in his 80’s 

DANIEL IS READING JEREMIAH (25:11-12) 

 How cool is that 

 Calling it Scripture! 

 He already has a copy (50-70 or so years after it was spoken) 

 70 years under Babylon – then will punish Babylon 

Daniel’s prayer 

 Individual to systemic sin 

  Confesses both 

 Reminds self and God that he is merciful and forgiving 

  He knows the story 

  (OT is not theology) 

 Mentions curses and judgments in law of Moses 

  Deut 11:26 

   Blessings and curse 

Deut 28:15-68 (36, 49-52, 64) 

   36 – drive you to other nation and worship other gods 

   49-52 – nation will come against you from far away 

   64 – Lord will scatter you among all nations 

  Daniel knows God was faithful to those promises (curses) 

   God will do what he says – knows Israel coming back 

 Daniel acknowledges that they still have not turned from their sins 

  Interesting since this is the year of first decree to return 

 Reminds of Egypt and Moses and Exodus (9:15) 

 Concerned with God’s rep (9:16 & 18) 

  City and People bear God’s name 

  (Like Moses in Ex 32:7-14) 

 Note: 

  Fact that nation/people never repent as a whole is impt 

  Adds extra time on time line 

   Israel does not become a nation again until 1948 



Seventy Sevens 

 Gabriel comes to answer Daniel 

 About future history of Israel 

 Seventy sevens 

  For “your people” and “your holy city” – Israel, not world 

  490 years total left for Israel (483 of our years) 

  To do a bunch of things and for things to happen 

 Decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 

  A few to chose from  

   Ezra 7:11 – 458 BC 

   Neh 1:1 – 445 or 444 BC 

    Would end in 31-33 BC 

     Time of Christ triumphal entry or crucifix 

  Seven sevens 

   For Jerusalem walls to be complete 

  Sixty two sevens 

 After 7+62 (69) sevens, Anointed One will be cut off 

  Do the math from Nehemiah – JC entry and crucifixion 

 People of ruler who is to come will destroy city & sanctuary (9:26) 

  70 AD – Romans destroy sanctuary and city 

  Ruler to come will descend from Roman empire people 

 End will come like a flood (9:26b) 

  Period between 69 and 70 

  War and desolations 

  Unimportant here b/c this is History of Israel 

 He will confirm a covenant for the last seven 

  Now into “the ruler who is to come” 

  Israel is now a nation again 

 In middle of seven (3 and ½ years) (see 7:25) 

 Will end the sacrifice and offering 

 Will set up abomination that causes desolation in temple 

  Temple is rebuilt 

 Until the end that is decreed 

  Assume 3 and ½ years later because that would be end of 7 

Don’t know exact dates, BUT 

 Decree to rebuild city happened 

  twice 

 Within year or so (Nehemiah calendar 445 BC?) 

  Jesus: entry and crucified 

  Soon after Temple and Jerusalem destroyed 

 Israel has become a nation again 

Messianic Kingdom starts 

 During first Roman empire – Kingdom of God is at hand 

 During Antichrist – from Romans – second coming 

 

CHAPTER 10 

536 BC – 3
rd

 yr of Cyrus 

Intro to chapter 11-12 

Angel came to Daniel to explain what would happen to “your people” 

 In the future 

 Vision concerns Israel, not nec the whole world 

 



CHAPTER 11 

Gives some prophecy of kings in Persia 

 3 impt ones 

 1 really impt 

  Will stir up everyone against Greece 

  (Xerxes??) 

Mighty king appears 

 Alexander the Great 

Kingdom broken to four winds 

 Antipater & Cassander 

 Lysimachus 

 Seleucids I – Syria (North) 

 Ptolemy I – Palestine & Egypt (South) 

History of the conflict b/t Seleucids and Ptolemy 

 Back and forth 

 Very specific 

  Down to who marries who 

  Who kills who 

  How battles are won 

  How the Jews react 

  How people die 

 Eventually leads to Antiochus Epiphanes 

Antiochus Epiphanes 

 High priest murdered 

 Plundered the temple  

 Tried to Helenize the Jews 

 Abolishes the daily sacrifice 

 Abomination of desolation 

  Altar to Zeus in 167 BC in Temple 

Splits to end times (11:40) 

 b/c it does not fit known history 

 Antiochus appears to pre-figure anti-christ 

  

CHAPTER 12 

At that time (time of end per 11:40) 

Great distress 

 (Dual meaning – end times and 70 AD) 

 As has never happened before 

  Not AD 70 

   b/c dead will rise 

    both good and evil 

 will last for a time, times and ½ time = 3 ½ years 

From time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and abomination is set up 

 there will be 1290 days – time seems to end then 

 (different from 8:14 – when temple is restored) 

Daniels words are sealed up for the end 

 Written for people in end times. 
 


